ART AND LITERATURE
thought is commonly attributed to the war, but it was well on the
way in the years before the war.
It is too soon to measure the effect of the war on literature, and it
would be presumptuous to attempt to choose the bright stars in the
galaxy which has appeared in recent years. Of those who have
passed from the scene Kupert Brooke, whose charming verse and lively
descriptive writing gave promise of a brilliant career, si fata Hcuissent,
is not likely to be forgotten so long as anthologists are at work ; and
Lytton Strachey has won his place as a writer of rare skill and subtlety,
and the originator of a new genre in biography and history, perfect
in his hands but perilous to the copyist. The post-war years produced
hundreds of war books, some of them merely descriptive and
ephemeral, but a few giving genuine expression to the sadness and pity
of the times. There followed a reaction against the conventional
forms of beauty and sentiment, bringing a flood of books reflecting
the moral and political confusion of the post-war generation. It was
now proclaimed that all the traditional ways of writing, painting,
sculpture, or musical composition, were either worn out or incurably
drenched in a conventional morality which open-minded youth was
determined to discard. To express the revolutionary spirit was said
to be the duty of poets, novelists, painters, sculptors, musicians; to
cast off the shackles which had prevented plain speech about human
instincts and the sexual life became the special mission of the modern
novel, which under the influence of Freud came near establishing itself
as a branch of pathology. The chase after new forms led to the
invention of a symbolical language to which only a few adepts had the
clue ; Cubists, surrealists, psycho-analysts, behaviourists, pursued one
another into regions above or below the understanding of the average
educated man or woman. For these average people the work that
most stands out in these times is the aged Poet Laureate, Robert
Bridges' Testament of Beauty, which notably revived the Wordsworthian
vein of philosophic poetry,                                  ,
Here we enter the current politics of literature where the talk is of
James Joyce, D. H. Lawrence, T. S. Eliot, Ezra Pound and the new
groups of writers, painters, sculptors and musicians, whose war with
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